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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 1766 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CSCE, PFOR, XG 

SUBJECT: CSCE: REVISED SOVIET POSITION ON PRIOR NOTIFICATION 
OF MANEUVERS 

1. SOVIET DELEGATION HEAD (KOVALEV) TOLD COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE MARCH 13 THAT SOVIETS WOULD BE PREPARED TO 
ACCEPT NOTIFICATION OF NATIONAL AND MULTINATIONAL MAN- 
EUVERS TO ALL CSCE PARTICIPATING STATES, PROVIDED 
NOTIFICATION IS GIVEN ON A "VOLUNTARY AND RECIPROCAL" 
BASIS. IN THIS CONNECTION KOVALEV CITED EXAMPLE OF 
AGREED PHRASEOLOGY ON EXCHANGE OF OBSERVERS, AND SAID 
THAT IF "MAXIMALIST" PROPOSALS ON CBM'S COULD BE 
WITHDRAWN, SUCH A VOLUNTARY COMMITMENT COULD OPEN THE 
WAY TO A REALISTIC SOLUTION ON A MANEUVERS CBM. 

2. ROMANIAN DEL HEAD IMMEDIATELY REPLIED THAT BASIC 
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GATORY, NOT VOLUNTARY. ROMANIAN WAS GIVEN MILD 
SUPPORT BY THE NETHERLANDS, BUT MOST OTHER DELEGATES 
WHO SPOKE (INCLUDING US, UK, FRANCE, NORWAY, FRG, 
DENMARK, IRELAND AND ITALY) SAID KOVALEV STATEMENT 
WAS INTERESTING AND WELCOME. 

3. IN PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION AMONG NATO DEL HEADS, 
SEVERAL DELS (NORWAY, ITALY, NETHERLANDS) SUGGESTED 
THAT NATO GROUP SHOULD RESPOND IN KIND TO SOVIET 
MOVE PRIOR TO EASTER RECESS. NATO CBM'S CAUCUS WILL 
DISCUSS SOVIET INITIATIVE MONDAY, MARCH 17, AND NATO 
DEL HEADS WILL REVIEW SUBJECT AGAIN MARCH 18. 

4. IN SUBSEQUENT PRIVATE CONVERSATION, SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR MENDELEVICH SAID HE HAD EXPLAINED SOVIET 
POSITION TO YUGOSLAV REP WHO REPLIED THAT SOVIET 
PROPOSAL WAS ACCEPTABLE BASIS FOR SOLUTION TO MAN- 
EUVER CBM ISSUE. DALE 
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